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evident bearing on our own prospects; for a spiritual
vacuum like the hollow place at the heart of that Hellenic
culture which the Greeks temporarily imposed on the
world has latterly made its appearance in the culture of
our Western Christendom in the form in which this
culture has been c processed 3 for export. For some two-
hundred years, dating from the beginning of the da
Gaman era, our world-storming Western forefathers made
a valiant attempt to propagate abroad the whole of our
Western cultural heritage, including its religious core as
well as its technological rind ; and in this they were surely
well inspired ; for every culture is a c whole * whose parts-
are subtly interdependent, and to export the husk without
the grain may be as deadly as to radiate the satellite-
electrons of an atom without the nucleus. However,,
about the turn of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
of our Western Christian era, something happened which..
I venture to prophesy, is going to loom out in retrospect as
one of the epoch-making events of our modern Western
history when this local history is seen in its true light as an.
incident in the general history of mankind. This portent
was a double event, in which the Jesuits5 failure was-
accentuated by the Royal Society's simultaneous success.
The Jesuits failed to convert the Hindus and Chinese to*
the Roman Catholic form of Western Christianity. They
failed, though they had discovered the psychological
' know-how ', because, when it came to the point, neither
the Pope nor the Son of Heaven nor the Brahmans would
have it. In the same generation, these tragically frus-
trated Jesuit missionaries' fellow-Western Catholics and
Protestants at home came to the hazardous conclusion
that a religion in whose now divided and contentious,
name they had been fighting an inconclusive fratricidal
hundred years' war was an inopportune element in their